
 
March 12, 2023 
Sonora Library 
Minutes 
 
Connie Cassinetto called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm. She welcomed and thanked those who had 
braved the weather to attend.   
 
Members present: John Belshke, Janice Bradly, Cheryl Calderaro, Connie Cassinetto, Nancy Conti, 
Pauline Costa, Marie Hetherington, Kay Hoover, Jeffery Luhn, Mel Martin, Peter McGuire, Kathy Scutt, 
Sheila Tyree, and Jan Alcalde.   
 
PHOTO DISPLAY:  Theme:  ABSTRACT 
Connie reviewed the THEME elements/criteria.  There were many interesting abstract images presented.  
After deliberation, Sheila Tyree’s swirling abstract was chosen as Pic of the Month. 
  
SLIDESHOW:   Mel Martin – “Upscaled”  
While recovering with some limited mobility, Mel used this gift of downtime to review older digital images, 
taken in 2002 with a 1.3MP camera.  She used Topaz Lab’s Gigapixel AI to breathe new life into the files 
and make them viable for printing and projection.  In her process, she learned both the strengths as well 
as weaknesses this type of software can introduce or magnify in a file.  Her images captured the beauty 
of regions from Yellowstone, through the sandstone vistas of the Grand Staircase, to the buttes of the 
southwest.  Some of the unwanted artifacts that appeared in a few images included chromatic aberration 
and banding in the sky.  Most images benefited miraculously with Gigapixel AI treatment.  Its algorithms 
handle faces well, add sharpness, and reduce noise.  It can be purchased and used as stand-alone 
software or as a plug-in with Lightroom and Photoshop.  It is part of a suite of Topaz Lab’s products, 
including DeNoise AI and Sharpen AI.  Discussion ensued regarding these types of enhancement 
software.  In contrast to Adobe products which require a subscription, Topaz products are yours for life 
once you purchase them and include free updates for one year from the date of purchase.  Jeff shared 
that the foundations of Gigapixel’s technology started with Pixar Labs before Steve Jobs bought them 
out.   
 
BUSINESS:   
Committee for MLAA Art Show – Mel Martin  
Mel reminded members that the deadline for entry forms is this Friday, March 17.  You can photograph 
your form and email a copy to her to make that deadline, but she requests you also mail the paper entry 
form (page 2) to her as soon as possible, filling in both the upper part as well as the lower section that 
serves as the receipt for your artwork.  Payment for entries ($15 for the first, $10 for each additional) is 
due when you deliver your work to the Sonora Opera House on April 4, between 10am to 1pm or 5pm to 
7:30pm.  Make checks payable to Kathy Syverson.  The MLAA is in need of volunteers to help in a 
variety of ways including hanging and staffing the show as they are expanding the hours to include 
evenings.  They also request the donation of wine (please bring when you drop off your work).  
Additionally, they need donations for gift baskets and raffle items.  There was no interest in the club 
putting together a photo-themed basket, but members can donate items that MLAA can add to basket or 
raffle packages.  Contact Linda Happel at 209-532-7240. 
 
Club By-Laws Revision Committee Volunteers 
Connie noted that our bylaws may need a revision since some of the club's circumstances have changed 
since their last revision in 2019.  She asked for volunteers to work on this project.  John Belshke and Jan 
Alcalde volunteered. 
 
PRESENTATION:   Larry Angier – Cell Phone Photography and Snapseed 



Larry shared his photography background through photos and theme-centered printed books.  He has 
increasingly been using his cell phone, especially for travel photos because of its handiness, ease of 
use, and because it is less intimidating, especially for people shots, since everyone has a cell phone and 
there use is so ubiquitous.  He particularly likes the “instant gratification” that is possible using “recipes” 
that he has put together with Snapseed which produce particular “looks” that he likes.  Saved and named 
like presets, these “filters” (Snapseed’s term) can be applied to images and quickly yield a finished 
product with the effects and tweaks he likes.  Individual elements/adjustments of the “recipe” can be 
adjusted if the look doesn’t meet his desired vision.  Snapseed has an extensive menu of adjustments 
(TOOLS menu) as well as a range of instant “LOOKS” that are also editable/adjustable.  He also 
suggested shooting in Live View which may allow you to find a frame you prefer for editing.  Selective 
masking is possible with Snapseed, allowing more fine and detailed adjustments.  Work can be saved 
and exported (back to the original device…then moved off the device).  Google states:  Select Save to 
save the non-destructive edit stack on the original image. Edits can always be removed by opening the 
image into Snapseed and removing the stack.  Select Save a copy to save the non-destructive edit stack 
on a duplicate image. The duplicate version will be in JPEG format. It will save to a new Album 
titled Snapseed, in addition to appearing at the end of your Camera Roll.  Select Export to save a 
duplicate image, with the edit stack flattened. The flattened version will be in JPEG format. It will save to 
the end of your Camera Roll.  Images can be imported directly from a camera by setting up the camera’s 
wi-fi connections.  There was much information given during the presentation.  Larry’s tips are to treat 
your cell phone like a real camera, try to capture what you see in your mind’s eye, and to look for the 
moment.  
 
NEXT MEETING     • Sunday, April 16     • TOM: Cell Phone Photography 


